
BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
December 12, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 

Southington Police Department 
69 Lazy Lane 

Southington, CT 06489 

Chairman Richard Montague, PhD called the meeting of the Board of Police 
Commissioners to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Southington Police Department, 69 Lazy Lane, 
Southington, CT with the following in attendance: 

Commissioner James Verderame, Sr., Commissioner Nicholas Depaola, Commissioner 
Steve Pestillo, Commissioner Phil Landino, and John F. Daly, Chief of Police. 

Administrative staff in attendance: 

William Palmieri, Administrative Captain 
Edward Pocock, Ill, Operations Captain 
Master Sergeant Suski 

Richard Montague, PhD, Chair, presiding: 

1. Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by everyone in attendance. 

2. Approval of Minutes from the previous meeting, October 2013. 

Commissioner Verderame made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 2013 
meeting. Commissioner Depaola seconded. Commission Landino abstained. Motion passed on 
a voice vote. 

3. Communications. 

a. 	Communications from the Public 

Art Cyr of 103 Berlin Ave., Southington, CT attended the meeting to state the 
following: 

Mr. Cyr suggested the posting no parking signs on Merrell Ave from the corner of 
North Main St up to the driveway of the Barnes Museum which is causing a traffic 
hazard. 

Mr. Cyr was pleased with the new traffic lights at the intersection of North Main St 
and Berlin Ave with the new left turn signal. However, the green arrow is only a 10 
second light then it goes to red. If there are no cars coming up Columbus Ave. you 
cannot turn left. He also stated that the light should turn green so the traffic can turn 
left. Chief Daly was aware of this and informed Mr. Cyr it was controlled by the state 
and they will be putting in a new sensor. 



Mr. Cyr also voiced concerns about Wonx Spring Rd and how the residents are 
parking on both sides of the street and makes it difficult to drive down the street and 
you have to swerve in and out It makes it dangerous to drive down the street. 
Requested someone look into the report from Planning & Zoning and have no 
parking signs put up in the spring. 

Mr. Cyr stated that we have a great thing in this town and it was called the Special 
Needs Registry. Some people are having trouble finding the link on the Towns 
page. He already talked to someone at the Town Hall about getting the link back on 
their forms page. He stated he was going to head to the Board of Education to 
request they put this information on all their bulletin boards in the schools. He stated 
that there was a mother standing outside of Thalberg School almost in tears because 
she was advised she didn't qualify when her son is 14, in a wheelchair and on 
oxygen. Requested the Police Department make sure that the Special Needs 
Registry is on their Face Book page and the town page is easy to get to and has a 
printable form It's a very good and needed program. 

b. Commissioner Communications 

Commissioner Montague welcomed the new commissioner Phil Landino. 

Commissioner Depaolo questioned if the width of Wonx Spring Rd was a standard road. 
He stated that he could appreciate the fact that it might be dangerous going up and the down 
the street but people live on both sides and if people have company or whatever it happens to 
be, they should be entitled to park on the street and of course not during the winter parking 
ban. He also stated that how you can penalize people for parking on both sides of the street as 
they bought a home there, they live there and maintain their properties and they want to park on 
both sides of the street without a problem then I can't see how we can take that away from 
them. Chief Daly stated that Lt. Baribault did an investigation re .?arding the tractor trailers on 
the road and the road wasn't wide enough for two tractor trailers to turn. He stated that the 
Planning & Zoning was going to make it a no parking zone and didn't consult with the Police 
Department regarding this. By statute, the town can't make that a "No Thru Truck" area 
because if the tractor trailers are going to a development in there, they have the legal right to do 
so. 

Mr Cyr stated that no parking sign's on that street was a recommendation in a police 
report. Chief Daly stated he will look into the report done by Lieutenant Baribault. Captain 
Palmieri stated that if they attempted to develop that area with the increase of tractor trailers 
that you couldn't because of the lack of sidewalks. Planing & Zoning could approve it but we 
would have to make some kind of safety area. Based on the configuration of the road and lack 
of sidewalks it was not an approved decision from the town. Stated he would look into the 
report. Commissioner Depaolo stated that it has not been with precedent when some 
developments like this go in, that there is a contingency put on it that the road has to be 
widened. Captain Pocock stated that one of the unique things with this area is that there's an 
Industrial Park back there and the roads are tiny and it's very difficult to get around there. It's 
one of those zoning things we are stuck with. Commissioner Depaolo stated that maybe there 



should be a recommendation from the Chief to widen the road which a Planning & Zoning 

issue. 

Commissioner Pestillo just wanted to commend the Department on J Allen Lamb's 

funeral a couple weeks ago and the Department did a great job honoring him. J Allen did a lot 
for the Department over the the years. 

Commissioner Pestillo also stated that on the town green there are mailboxes and 
someone stated that cars are getting close to them and it was hard to get in and get the mail. 

He questioned whether a yellow stripe could be put there. Captain Pocock mentioned the only 

reason we stopped putting yellow stripes is that in the winter time you can't see them and they 

are not recognized by law. Nobody wants signs on the green and the only way to do that would 

be to put a "no parking between these signs" and then you have two more signs on the green. 

4. Chief Jack Daly's Report to Commission. 

Chief Daly discussed the thank you letters the Department received over the past 

month. Chief Daly reported that he got a thank you letter from the family of J. Allen Lamb 
thanking the department for their representation at the funeral services. J Allen Lamb was the 

first recipient of the Southington Police Departments order of the Police Cross. 

Chief Daly received a thank you letter from a Gretchen Walsh for excellent police services from 

Officer Gueseppie Vernali. 

A thank you letter from Carol Ann Giammateo for excellent police services from Officer Tom 
Gallo, Officer Valentine, Officer Butler and Chief Daly. 

A thank you letter from Watertown Police Chief John Gavallas for Capt. Palmieri sitting in on the 

oral panel for the position of Police Lieutenant. 

Chief Daly also wanted to point out and make an offer that on January 18 th  the YMCA will be 
doing their annual Polar Plunge. He will be doing the Plunge again and offered and encourage 
anyone to join him in the plunge. 

Lt. DePalma advised him that they will be having the Police Explorers Christmas Party on 

December 18th  at 6:30 pm in the classroom at the Police Department and all Police 
Commissioners are invited. 

Submitted the following to the Town Manager for our Capital Improvement Plan. 

1. Submitted an open air car port for the rear of the building and has been submitted for 
two years. 

2. New roof for the dog pound. 

3. Radio console replacement. 



4. New CAD RMS system. 

Commission Depaolo questioned the size of the car port. Chief Daly informed him that it would 
just include the walk way out to the parking lot and the first row of cars. In case there's a major 
snow storm the Officers could get out to the cars and would not have to clear them of snow. 

5. Administrative Report by Captain Palmieri 

a. Accreditation: General Orders 

i) Search & Seizure — Interview & Interrogation 

Commissioner Pestillo made a motion to approve the Search & Seizure General 
Order. Commissioner Verderame seconded. Commissioner Landino abstained. 
Motion passed on a voice vote. 

ii) Bias Based Profiling Prohibited 

Commissioner Pestillo made a motion to approve the Bias Based Profiling 
Prohibited General Order. Commissioner Verderame seconded. Commissioner 
Landino abstained. Motion passed on a voice vote. 

iii) Employee Assistance Program 

Commissioner Pestillo made a motion to approve the Employee Assistance 
Program General Order. Commissioner Verderame seconded. Commissioner 
Landino abstained. Motion passed on a voice vote. 

b. Proposed 2014 Police Commission Meeting Dates 

Commissioner Pestillo made a motion to approve the Proposed 2014 Police 
Commission Meeting Dates. Commissioner Verderame seconded. 
Commissioner Landino abstained. Motion passed on a voice vote. 

c. Parking Tag Review 

i) 	Parking Tag # 10812 

Commissioner Pestillo made a motion to approve the Report as submitted by 
Lieutenant Baribault. Commissioner Verderame seconded. Commissioner 
Landino abstained. Motion passed on a voice vote. 

Parking Tag #11092 

Commissioner Pestillo made a motion to approve the Report as submitted by 
Lieutenant Baribault. Commissioner Verderame seconded. Commissioner 
Landino abstained. Motion passed on a voice vote. 



Capt Palmieri also discussed that they sent in a request for the Access and Video 
Control Surveillance upgrade for inside the Police Department. It needs to be updated due to 

the age which is 9 years old and cannot be upgraded. It controls our locking mechanisms like 

the fobs, doors and all of our internal and external cameras. The bid is out until January 8, 

2014. 

The next item is the overtime budget. If we stay consistent with the projected average we are 
expecting a shore fall of $111,121.00. That would still be a reduction if the department meets 
that $14,000 from our prior fiscal year. And would like to point out that going into this year's 

budget we asked for $450,000.00 and were actually cut $35,000.00 so we start at $35,000.00 
below. We have been reducing by overtime for some of the efficiencies we built in collectively 

as an organization through working with the Commission and the Department. Captain Palmieri 

feels the department is doing a very good job collectively monitoring our overtime. Currently we 

have 102 codes that the department looks at for our overtime and where its being spent. If we 

have no critical incidents or emergencies we still end up $14,000.00 less than last year. He is 

presently projecting out the rest of the budget and will be able to do that in January. January 9th 
2014 we will propose to the Commission a draft of the 2014 budget. 

6. Operations Report by Captain Pocock, III 

a. Crime Allocation Process Update 

Captain Pocock, Ill discussed the update on the Crime Allocation Process and are still 

working on the training for that. Would like to update Commissioner Landino on the Crime 

Allocation Process and explained that they are coming up with a standardized way of allocating 

crime and who is responsible for it. The classes are based on how to collect evidence. 
Detective Beal is giving the training on evidence collection and doing a great job. The Officers 
have been very receptive to the training. The feedback he received from officers was that they 

were glad it was taking place and starting to see how all the policies they implemented are all 
starting to fall into place and making sense of getting the reports done. 

7. Bills Submitted for payment 

a) Commissioner Depaolo made a motion to approve the bills from October 2013 as 

submitted. Commissioner Pestillo seconded. Commission Landino abstained. Motion passed 

on a voice vote. 

b) Commissioner Depaolo made a motion to approve the bills from November 2013 as 
submitted. Commissioner Pestillo seconded. Commissioner Landino abstained. Motion passed 
on a voice vote. 

8, Executive session 

Motion to enter into executive session was made by Commissioner Pestillo excluding 

the public and press for the purposes of personnel and contractual issues. Included in 

executive session were Captain Palmieri, and Captain Pocock, Ill. Commissioner Depaolo 
seconded. Motion passes unanimously on a voice vote. 



Where upon, The Commission went into executive session. 

The Southington Board of Police Commissioners entered executive session immediately 
following their regular meeting with the following in attendance in order to discuss personnel and 
contractual issues: 

Chairman Richard Montague, PhD, Commissioner James Verderame, Sr., 
Commissioner Nicholas Depaola, Commissioner Steve Pestillo, Commissioner Phil Landino, 
Captain William Palmieri, Captain Edward Pocock, Ill and John F. Daly, Chief of Police. 

No motions were made or votes taken during executive session. 

Commissioner Verderam made a motion to return to public session. Commissioner 
Landino seconded. Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

Executive session was adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

Regular session 

Commissioner Pestillo made a motion to add Grievance 2013-5 & 2013-6 to the 
agenda. Commissioner Verderame seconded. Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 
The motions added were as follows: 

Commissioner Depaolo made a motion to deny Grievance 2013-5. Commissioner 
Pestillo seconded. Commission Landino abstained. Motion passed unanimously on a voice 
vote. 

Commissioner Depaolo made a motion to deny Grievance 2013-6. Commissioner 
Verderame seconded. Commissioner Landino abstained. Motion passed on a voice vote. 

Commissioner Pestillo made a motion to add the hiring of Supernumery to the agenda. 
Commissioner Landino seconded. Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

Commissioner Pestillo made a motion to hire Supernumery Matthew Hammell starting 
January 2 nd  2014. Commissioner Landino seconded. Motion passed unanimously on a voice 

vote. 

Commissioner Verderame made a motion to adjourn the Board of Police Commissioners 
Meeting. Commissioner Landino seconded. Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

6 , 

Judy Cyr 
Recording Secretary 
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